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Introduction to this Guide
Welcome!

This guide explains how to vote in Scotland.

It is neutral, accessible, and easy to follow.

You can access it in different formats: Easy Read, Large Print, Audio or
other languages.

Voting is your right and your voice matters.
Why vote?

Voting lets you have a say about things in your community:
- Health, National Health Service (NHS)
- Schools and education
- Housing
- Transport
- Environment
- Equality and community support

Who can vote?

You can only vote if you are registered to vote.
You can register to vote if you:
- Live in Scotland
- Are 16 or older
- Are a British, Irish or EU citizen
- Are arefugee or you have permission to stay in the UK

Important notes:
- EU citizens with pre-settled status can vote in Scottish elections.
- Some visa holders are eligible to vote. Please refer to your
documents or contact your council to confirm if that applies to you.



What are we voting for?

You are voting to choose people who sit in the Scottish Parliament.
MSPs make decisions about health, education, housing, transport, the
environment, and more.

How many votes do you have?

You get 2 votes:
1. Local MSP (Member of Scottish Parliament), you choose one person.
2. Regional or party vote, you choose one party or independent
candidate.

How Scotland’s voting system works

Scotland uses the Additional Member System (AMS):

Your first vote chooses one Constituency (local) MSP.
- Whoever gets the most votes wins.

Your second vote chooses Regional MSPs.
- These seats are given to parties in proportion to how many votes they
receive in the wider region.

Each region has:
- 1 Constituency MSP
- 7 Regional MSPs

All MSPs have equal roles in Parliament. The number of constituency and
regional MSPs may slightly vary in 2026 due to new boundaries, but the
voting system stays the same.



Main political parties and their interests

SNP (Scottish National Party)
e Independence for Scotland (leaving the United Kingdom)
e Public services
e Equality
e Climate action

- Scottish Labour
e Workers’ rights
e Reducing poverty
e Public health and education

- Scottish Conservatives
e Business and economy
e Law and order
e Keeping Scotland in the United Kingdom

- Scottish Greens
e Climate and environment
e Human rights
e Equality

- Scottish Liberal Democrats
e Education
e Mental health
e Local communities

- Reform UK
e Immigration control
e Government reform
e Law and order



- Independent candidates
e Focus on local community issues

You may also see other parties like Alba, Women'’s Equality Party, Scottish
Family Party, or Scottish Socialist Party depending on your area.

It is important to note each candidate and party have different plans and
ideas. Make sure you read their information and stances before voting.

Where to find information about candidates

Use trusted sources:
- Electoral Commission
- Your local council
- Party and candidate websites
- Community meetings or official leaflets

Avoid rumours on social media or unknown websites.
How to register to vote
You will need:

- Your address

- Date of birth

- National Insurance number (if you have one)

Register online:
www.govVv.uk/reqister-to-vote

You must register before the deadline, by midnight on 20 April 2026 to
vote. Apply early to avoid delays.


https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

Special registration options:

If you do not have a permanent address (fixed address), you can still
register to vote using a local connection (for example, a hostel or
support centre).

If you are worried about your safety, you can register anonymously so
your details are not made public.

You can ask your local council or the Electoral Commission for help to
apply.

How to vote, step by step:

1.

Go to your polling station
Check your polling card or council website for the location

. Tell a staff member your name and address

They will then match your details for the registry.

. Take your ballot papers

You will receive two papers:
e One for your Local MSP (often purple)
e One for your Party or Regional Vote (often orange)

Staff will explain each paper so you know which is which.

. Mark your choices

Put one X in the box next to your choice on each ballot paper
Do not put more than one X
Do not write anything else on the paper

Any extra marks or an X outside the box may spoil your vote.

. Fold your ballot papers

Fold them so no one can see your choices



6. Put them in the ballot box

If you make a mistake

You can give the ballot paper back to staff and ask for a new one.

What to bring

- Glasses, mobility aids or communication aids
- Notes if you want to plan ahead for your vote

Note: You do not need your ID to vote for the Scottish Elections.

Support & Accessibility for All Voters

The following measures should be in place at a polling and/or available to
you on request:

- Mobility support:
e Step-free access or ramps
e Chairs
e Assistance carrying papers

- Visual support:
e Large print ballot paper references
e Tactile voting and audio devices
e Staff support for sighted guiding

- Hearing support:
e \Written instructions
e Lip-reading-friendly communication, you may also ask your
council in advance if there are any BSL interpreters available.



e Access to communication devices if available

- Cognitive / Learning support:
e Easy Read instructions
e Step-by-step guidance
e Extra time can always be requested

- Mental health support:
e Calm environment
e Staff guidance and support
e Ability to take breaks

You can always bring someone you trust for support (aged 16+, and not a
candidate), staff cannot refuse this.

If you feel nervous or unsafe

- Staff are there to help

- You do not have to talk about your vote
- You can leave at any time

- Voting should feel calm, safe and private

Voting is your right. No one can stop you from voting, tell you how to vote,
or make you take part in any political activity you don’t want or approve of.

Your rights as a voter

- Vote freely

- Get help if you need it
- Take your time

- Vote in private

- Be treated with respect



Is my vote private?

Your vote is your own.

You do not have to tell anyone who you voted for.

No vote can ever be traced back to you by community members, the
council, or the government.

Languages and formats

This guide will be available in the following formats:
- Easy Read
- Audio (MP3)
- Large print

- Arabic, Chichewa, Dari, English, Farsi, French, German, lItalian,
Japanese, Kurdish, Mandarin, Pashto, Polish, Portuguese,
Romanian, Russian, Shona, Somali, Spanish, Tigrinya, Turkish,
Ukrainian and Urdu and more.

All versions are available through the official website at:
www.EveryonesVoteMatters.com

Notes for election:

- Ballot papers are only in English. You can always bring extra
guidance in your preferred language or format on your notes.

- Many councils offer information in formats like Braille, audio, or large
print.

- Many councils offer BSL videos or online guides about voting and
registration.


http://everyonesvotematters.com

Important dates (2026)

Election day: 7th of May. Polling stations will be open from 7a.m. till 10
p.m.

Register to vote by: 20th of April, midnight.

Postal vote application deadline: 21st of April, 5 p.m. (You must return
your postal vote by 10 p.m. on election day.)

Proxy vote application deadline: 28th of April, 5 p.m. (The vote occurs on
election day.)
Glossary of terms

Ballot box : The box where you put your marked ballot paper so your vote
can be counted.

Ballot paper: The paper you cast your vote in.

Candidate: A person running for election, these are the people you can
vote for.

Constituency: The local area you live in, each area elects one MSP.
Elector / Voter: A person who is registered and allowed to vote.

Electoral Commission: The independent organisation that oversees
elections in the UK.

Manifesto: A party’s plan or promises if they are elected. When looking for
further information, this will likely be listed with the candidate.



Member of the Scottish Parliament (MSP): The person you vote for in your
local area to represent you in the Scottish Parliament.

Party vote / Regional vote: This refers to the second vote you cast for a
political party or independent candidate to represent your region.

Polling station: The place where you go to vote on election day.

Postal vote / Vote by post: Voting by sending your ballot paper in the mail
instead of going to a polling station.

Proxy vote: When you allow someone you trust to vote on your behalf.
(You can request this through the Electoral Commission website)

Register / Registration: Signing up to be able to vote.

Spoiled ballot: A ballot paper that is not counted because it was marked
incorrectly. (Remember, to avoid this you can always ask for more papers)

Tally / Count: Adding up all the votes to see who won.

Polling card: A card you receive telling you where and when to vote.

Support & Contact
If you need support to vote, or want official guides:

Find your council: www.gov.uk/find-local-council
Electoral Commission: www.electoralcommission.org.uk



https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Using this guide alongside official documents

Official election information is often available in Easy Read, large print,
audio, and British Sign Language (BSL) formats through your local council
and the Electoral Commission.

This guide does not intend to replace those existing but rather supports by
having a simplified and all-in-one document to make it easier for first-time
voters, migrants, refugees, and people who need extra support to
understand how to vote.

You can always ask your council or the Electoral Commission for any
official format that helps you.
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